
 
 

Share Your Comments on FDA Draft Guidance on New  
Animal Food Ingredient Approval Process 

 
AAFCO announced last month that the long-standing Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
with the FDA will not continue after it expires on October 1, 2024. If you attended the recent 
Annual Meeting, then you also know that AAFCO membership passed two important 
resolutions that will guide our work to develop an alternative IDC process. 
 
On August 8, FDA released a set of documents that outline the agency’s transition plan as well 
as the new interim Animal Food Ingredient Consultation process (AFIC). FDA is seeking 
stakeholder comments on these documents between now and September 9.  
 
AAFCO will be submitting comments as an association, and we encourage all of you to review 
the following documents and consider submitting comments for your state agency or 
organization as well.  
 
Documents Released  
 

• Docket FDA-2024-N-2979 “Request for Comments (RFC) Pre-Market Animal Food 
Ingredient Review Program)” solicits stakeholder input in addressing specific questions 
and requests for information about FDA’s Food Additive Petition (FAP) and Generally 
Recognized as Safe (GRAS) notification programs, to help the agency determine changes 
that may be needed to better serve public health and improve the path to market for 
new animal food ingredients. 
 

• Draft GFI #293 “FDA Enforcement Policy for AAFCO-Defined Animal Feed Ingredients” 
explains that FDA will use enforcement discretion for the ingredients listed in the 2024 
AAFCO Official Publication (OP) and does not intend to initiate enforcement action in 
response to use of animal food ingredient names that are not common or usual names 
but are defined in the AAFCO OP, unless use of the name causes the label to be false or 
misleading. 
 

• Draft GFI #294 “Animal Food Ingredient Consultation (AFIC)” describes an interim AFIC 
process for engaging with FDA regarding ingredients for which firms may have 
otherwise used the AAFCO ingredient definition process. While FDA evaluates its 
current FAP and GRAS Notification programs for animal food, the AFIC process would 
provide an additional means for consulting with FDA about new animal food 
ingredients. 

https://www.aafco.org/news/aafco-and-fda-to-end-longstanding-mou/
https://www.aafco.org/about/resolutions/
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/cvm-updates/fda-releases-two-draft-guidances-seeks-public-comment-pre-market-animal-food-ingredient-review?utm_campaign=2024%20Announcements&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8p5MTC3pYcz6CIkS1fro5pylltbyzseqS-fw0AT3IzNBIqq451j6kjzvrr57K80RcyFfWo1xoo3yV5Urymo2ZsmjefOw&_hsmi=319907737&utm_content=319907737&utm_source=hs_email
https://chrth04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/RE+113/chrtH04/VXd6xz29dF2KN3-l9Qc_gtF0VDyhz95jJ39dN63y6mx5nXHsW5BWr2F6lZ3mnN5smbKpjv5xBW2b9KQ559DFf2N2yG7QGLpzxqW24ny0m7M4-5YW1W-Vw28LbWs_W8c_WfH7C04XNW6mSLyF7kMsVSN2YKx9CZNdzSW4hbkLN9fVQ1KW7D1Q_s4D9gKLW8sGYrQ1rkn8JW7pTYNp6gqdhWW6PwX175gcrV6W6nVNYl91vvSMW58L1Pk2PRfWYW4Vp-GF2S66R6W6-smh26df4SqW7GyqtN27vS-lW1ms5Yl55c-6sW2wpjY74WXhb4N4PHlMLrbZY8N2wRSzvdX8h6W6P1V6r1315NtN15RZxG2_28vW70G5VD4pmhvYW90hMZG6yrFBQW7KPglZ7h1sDDMTSfdgF8fJtN4K8Bhvx0nGsN8KmYb8JZqB_F3NWrQ4nytkW8JqG4B5XvT_0W5yn2wM1VlrDsW4h3VP919F4mSf1LG5C-04
https://chrth04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/RE+113/chrtH04/VXd6xz29dF2KN3-l9Qc_gtF0VDyhz95jJ39dN63y6mx5nXHsW5BWr2F6lZ3mnN5smbKpjv5xBW2b9KQ559DFf2N2yG7QGLpzxqW24ny0m7M4-5YW1W-Vw28LbWs_W8c_WfH7C04XNW6mSLyF7kMsVSN2YKx9CZNdzSW4hbkLN9fVQ1KW7D1Q_s4D9gKLW8sGYrQ1rkn8JW7pTYNp6gqdhWW6PwX175gcrV6W6nVNYl91vvSMW58L1Pk2PRfWYW4Vp-GF2S66R6W6-smh26df4SqW7GyqtN27vS-lW1ms5Yl55c-6sW2wpjY74WXhb4N4PHlMLrbZY8N2wRSzvdX8h6W6P1V6r1315NtN15RZxG2_28vW70G5VD4pmhvYW90hMZG6yrFBQW7KPglZ7h1sDDMTSfdgF8fJtN4K8Bhvx0nGsN8KmYb8JZqB_F3NWrQ4nytkW8JqG4B5XvT_0W5yn2wM1VlrDsW4h3VP919F4mSf1LG5C-04
https://chrth04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/RE+113/chrtH04/VXd6xz29dF2KN3-l9Qc_gtF0VDyhz95jJ39dN63y6n65nXHsW6N1X8z6lZ3lLW1MV81Q509-ZbW6-J6CB1vSV3yN1Xll19-tmhJW6CPNc92mvfRhW31xFGD79NhZ8N8r_PGDNC4D3W75fC_t2ppFFZW92qfVb1BwjtGW27dMdb9gyj2JW12fGB223zH_bW8RBCJB7bfKYxW7PL3VM7WYdH5W1-ZZ-c8KR0W1W460-hn1fmF0_W86fqZc8ltpx2W82Tw4s78Xbv_W1ywgCq8kQY11W3LNYz_7KGM8YW2Plrh36f7XTQN2BF5HDZT9fnW5v4yjF6-NqDMW5kLcYB5gcwf-W21vLPW7Z976JW5mtQzg8NG5vyVcpK7H2cMjWvW3FpjcV7NNfm-W5d9Kr27Rw657W189Gkg60SryLW711kxs4Q1dHSW73GRCX1pM4zSVNKzw_4clv3bW3HzYMH6xsJ8bW5bbh0D67ZFWmW5NMG7z4G13fyW4hjFSm85b2BrW3W5Z3k3Tl9pvW59cWLK3lDrThW7lx6pP7c2mJhf2dCV-R04
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Share Your Comments  
 
FDA is seeking stakeholder comment on draft GFI #293 and #294 until September 9. Below are 
the instructions for submitting feedback. If you prefer your feedback to be considered and 
shared by AAFCO on your behalf, please submit to aafco@aafco.org by September 1.  
 

• Draft GFI #293 & #294: FDA is accepting public comments on draft GFI #293 and draft 
GFI #294. Due to the time-sensitive nature of the documents, the FDA does not intend 
to extend the comment period before it begins work on the final version of the 
guidance. Submission instructions can be found in the Federal Register NOA. Comment 
period deadline is September 9, 2024. 
 

• Docket FDA-2024-N-2979: Stakeholders are invited to submit input via Request for 
Comments: Pre-Market Animal Food Ingredient Review Programs on specific questions 
and requests for information about FDA’s Food Additive Petition (FAP) and Generally 
Recognized as Safe (GRAS) notification programs, to help the agency determine changes 
that may be needed to better serve public health and improve the path to market for 
new animal food ingredients. Submission instructions can be found in the Federal 
Register NOA. Comment period deadline is December 9, 2024.  

 
Thank you for taking the time to review these important documents and sharing feedback. This 
collaborative approach will ensure our collective voice is heard, and that FDA’s final guidance 
reflects the needs and perspectives of our members. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Austin Therrell 
AAFCO Executive Director  
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